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Branch Organisers Report 

  
We are a small group of approximately 22 member, give or take a few. 
We find that we gather in bigger numbers in the winter as our lives seem to be busy in the 
summer with VCC runs, family or work. 
We are spread from Gore to Te Anau to Invercargill and its surrounds, so numbers do play an 
important part in any outing and we do try to meet in different quarters when possible.  Driving 
said Austin has never been compulsory for attending our outings, but for those who do roll up in 
their Austin there is always great interest in the vehicles and their story. 
This last year has been busy for our group with three outings – our first was a July lunch at the 
Cobb & Co in Invercargill where 20 members and family attended.  Our next outing was in 
August to a Garage Raid in Te Anau.  One of our members kindly offered to organise the day, 
starting with a look at his Austin Seven and garaging right in the middle of Te Anau.  Then on for 
lunch at the Fat Duck for all 12 of us, then out to Fiordland Vintage Machinery grounds for a 
look around.  The three ladies in the group opted for a walk around town but were told that 
they did miss out on seeing a lot of exhibits that would have fascinated them too, it isn’t just 
about vehicles.  They also now house and are completing the restoration of one of our late 
members Austin Seven. 
Our third outing, in October, was to another members family business at The Lignite Pit just out 
of Invercargill for lunch and a look at his beginnings of a restoration of an Austin plus there radio 
station that they run alongside the site. 
All outings were held on bright sunny days and each time at least a couple of our cars were in 
attendance. 
A Christmas Run was a non-starter as all bar a couple had their calendar chocka.  Our most 
active members are also involved in VCC and summer is a great time to join in their runs. 
This year has certainly been a great year for meeting new Southland members and we look 
forward to being able to meet some more over the next year. 
 
Keith & Raewyn Dodds 
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